DEATH PENALTY AND TREE OF LIFE VERDICT
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Numbers 35:16

(16) But if he smote him with an instrument of iron, so that he died, he is a murderer; the
murderer shall surely be put to death.
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Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5

(5) Know that capital cases are not like monetary ones. In monetary cases, (a false witness) can
return the money and achieve atonement. But in capital cases, his blood and the blood of all his
future offspring hang upon you until the end of time. For thus we find in regard to Cain, who
killed his brother, "The bloods of your brother scream out!" - the verse does not say blood of
your brother, but bloods of your brother, because it was his blood and also the blood of his future
offspring (screaming out)! [Another explanation of the verse: for his blood was splattered over
the trees and rocks (i.e. there was more than one pool of blood).]

It was for this reason that man was first created as one person (viz. Adam), to teach you that
anyone who destroys a life is considered by Scripture to have destroyed an entire world; any one
who saves a life is as if he saved an entire world."
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Mishnah Makkot 1:10

(10) A Sanhedrin that would execute somebody once every seven years is a bloody court. Rabbi
Elazar Ben Azariah says: "Once every 70 years." Rabbi Tarfon and Rabbi 'Akiva said: "If we
were on the Sanhedrin we would never have killed anyone!" Rabban Shim'on Ben Gamliel said:
"They would have increased violence in Israel."
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Makkot 7a:10-12

How could they [being judges] give effect to that [policy]? Both R. Johanan and R. Eleazar
suggested that the witnesses might be plied with [intimate] questions such as, ‘Did you take note
whether the victim was [perchance] suffering from some fatal affection or was he perfectly
healthy?’ R. Ashi [enlarging on this] said: And should the reply be, ‘Perfectly healthy’, they
might further be embarrassed by asking, ‘Maybe the sword only severed an internal lesion?’

Maimonides, Sefer ha-Mitzvot (Book of the Commandments): Comment on Negative
Commandment 290

It is better and more satisfactory to acquit a thousand guilty persons than to put a single innocent
one to death.
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