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Dear Member,

Rosh Hashanah arrived early this Fall, and whether you were with Congregation Shirat HaYam celebrating in Nantucket or with 
family and friends in other places, we wish you and your loved ones a very happy and healthy New Year. As we look forward to the 
New Year, we are especially excited to be celebrating in 2019 our 36th year as a congregation here on this beautiful island.

It is at this time of  year we wish to thank you for your support of  Congregation Shirat HaYam through your membership dues and 
ask you to consider increasing your support by making an additional gift to our newly established Annual Fund.

We created the Annual Fund because institutions like ours cannot provide the many services, programs and activities that we offer 
through membership dues alone. Additional unrestricted funds are essential for Shirat HaYam to effectively serve the Jewish community 
here on Nantucket. The chart below illustrates the types and amount of  revenue we receive during the year and the expenses we incur.

Additional amounts raised by the Annual Fund will help support many initiatives, including:

• Expanding the scope of  our rabbinical and educational offerings through increased time and interaction with our congregants.

• Broadening our on-island religious school activities by providing opportunities for our students to interact with off-island
Jewish youth groups, and supporting Jewish summer camp attendance and trips to Israel.

• Continuing to make contributions that fund upgrades to the beautiful historic building that serves as our sanctuary.

No matter your area of  interest, enthusiasm or engagement, preserving Shirat HaYam’s presence ensures a more vibrant Jewish life 
on-island. It also contributes to the greater Nantucket community as we continue our participation in the Book Festival, Food Pantry, 
the Interfaith Council and other Community Outreach. Your gift to the Annual Fund helps make all of  this happen.

Your gift will be recognized in the following categories:

Leadership: $5,000 or more Benefactor: $2,500–$4,999 Patron: $1,000–$2,499

Supporter: $500-$999 Contributor: $250–$499 Donor: up to $249

We urge you to give as generously as you can. Your gift will touch many lives in many ways.

Sincerely,

Gene Briskman Robert Haft 
President Annual Fund Chair

Congregation Shirat HaYam
Nantucket, Massachusetts

September 2018

Income 2017 
total: $210, 930

Expenses 2017 
total: $218,130

Membership Dues 
$150,710 (71%)

Donations 
$41,530 (20%)

Events 
$10,540 (5%)

Flowers, Onegs, 
Judaica 
$8,150 (4%)

Clergy, Holidays 
$74,430 (34%)

Administration, Rent, 
Insurance, Marketing, 
Membership 
$44,150 (20%)

Events, Onegs 
$30,085 (14%)

Speaker Program 
$27,670 (13%)

Education (Adults & Children) 
$27,600 (13%)

Community Outreach 
$14,195 (6%)

Robert Haft


